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Major Lawrence and the men tinder him that Fort Bowyer must be defended, or the campaign would be a failure. It must be defended, he said, or the Creek campaign would bring no results. While the fort was being- repaired, Jackson had put: into its defense Maj. William Lawrence, of the Second Regiment, as gallant a soldier as ever stood by a gun, with 160 men under him, scarcely one of whom had ever been seriously on trial. The command was made up of a few regulars, and such forces as Jackson had been able to organize while wailing Coffee's and Carroll's return.
While Jackson found nothing in the fort but some old cannon and cannon balls, there was, it seemed, always a magic in his genius that met every emergency, and when the British ships from Fensacola came in sight Jackson had supplied all the ammunition needed, and on that day Jackson was back in Mobile sending out a schooner with reinforcements. This force did not reach the fort, for the whole was a scene of fire, and the schooner retired to a safe place and waited events.
Little attention as has been paid to this battle, and little as the American people know about it, it was one of the most important in our history, and was one of the most terrific and courageous fights in which Americans ever participated. It was Septemlxir 12, when, as Jackson had anticipated, k)th a land and naval force made an attack. The fort had no bomb proof, and mounted but two 24-pouiidcr.s, six 12-pounders, and twelve smaller pieces, and it was overlooked by some tall hills.
Early in the day of the I2th it was seen that a force under Colonel Nichols had landed on the peninsula and was moving into position. It consisted of 130 marines and 600 Indians. Later in the day four British vessels of war hove in sight, dropped down towards the fort, and cast anchor. These turned out to be the Hermes, Captain Percy, twenty-two guns; the Sophie in command of Captain Lockyer, 18 guns; mistaken. He trusts in the justice of his cause and the patriotism of his country. Confident that any future attempt to invade our soil will be repelled as the last, he calls not upon either pirates or robbers to join him in the glorious cause.nclined to listen to slander than I am; nor consider me any more as a diplo-this excursion. Unless I am greatly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
